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experiment. Its practicability and usefulness are no 
longer questioned by any thoughtful person. The bond 
of fellowship and peace, created by the numerous arbi- 
tration treaties to which reference has been made, has 
placed a considerable section of the civilized world almost 
beyond the possibility of war in the future. Increased 
numbers of men and women in all lands have become 
open and uncompromising opponents of the whole war 
system. The numerous organizations which are working 
for the destruction of war are conscious of their strength 
and of the justice of their cause as never before, and are 
incessantly pushing the battle to the very gates against 
this ancient folly of the race. Though a long and diffi- 
cult task still awaits us, requiring supreme devotion and 
unremitting toil, there is no longer any reasonable doubt 
of the final triumph at no distant day of the principles for 
which the American Peace Society has contended for 
seventy-seven years. God is for us, and all the great 
upward movements of the race are cooperating with 
increased power to hasten the day when war shall no 
longer desolate any section of the globe. 

MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCES. 

We are happy to report that as a result of the Boston 
Peace Congress and the general growth of interest in 
the peace cause the membership of the Society, in spite 
of the loss of valuable members, has materially increased 
during the year. More than two hundred new members 
have been added to our list. The Treasurer's report 
shows that the Permanent Peace Fund has paid into our 
treasury the sum of $2,500. The receipts from other 
sources have been larger than heretofore, and in spite 
of the increased outlays the treasury begins another year 
with a considerable balance. 

A PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS AND A LARGER 
ENDOWMENT. 

There is one other subject to which we call your seri- 
ous attention. In view of the immense progress of the 
international peace movement in recent years and the 
commanding position which it now holds as the foremost 
cause before the world; in view also of the long and 
honorable career of the American Peace Society in in- 
itiating many of the important steps in the advancement 
of the movement, and of the great and growing demands 
pressing upon it for the years to come, our Board after 
careful consideration of the subject, and following a 
recommendation of the Thirteenth International Peace 
Congress, has concluded that the time has come for the 
Society to have a building of its own to serve as a per- 
manent headquarters and centre of its work — a building 
which also, from rentals, will furnish a much-needed in- 
crease of income for the enlargement and strengthening 
of its propaganda. We have prepared, therefore, an 
appeal to the friends of the cause in Boston and else- 
where to furnish the means — one hundred thousand 
dollars or more — by which such a building may be se- 
cured at an early date. A copy of the appeal, giving the 
reasons on which it is based, is herewith submitted for 
your consideration. The Board hopes that its decision 
to take this step will meet with your unanimous and 
hearty endorsement. 

With gratitude to God for his favor and blessing during 
the year, we respectfully submit this report. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 



Letter from Hon. Richard Bartholdt. 

On Board Steamer " Kronprinz," 
May 7, 1905. 

The following letter from Hon. Richard Bartholdt, in- 
tended for the Annual Meeting, was not received till the 
next morning. 

My dear Dr. Trueblood: I write these lines on the 
high sea to attest my presence at least in spirit at your 
Annual Meeting. My wish to comply with your kind 
invitation and address in person the Boston pioneers of 
our great movement failed of realization, as you know, 
because of the meeting of the Interparliamentary Union 
which is to be held at Brussels on May 15, and which I 
am obliged to attend in order that our American propo- - 
sition may be included in the program for the next 
Interparliamentary Conference. To me it is somewhat 
comforting to know that in going abroad I am endeavor- 
ing to serve the same cause which would have impelled 
me to go to Boston, namely, that "sacred principle" 
Elihu Burritt spoke about, and which an inner voice 
tells me bears the indelible inscription, " In hoc signo 
vinces ! " 

By the time these lines reach Boston you will already 
have been advised by cable of the action of the Inter- 
parliamentary Council. Therefore I shall prefer, instead 
of discussing my European mission, to emphasize a point 
which has frequently occurred to me. To impress 
American statesmen it will be necessary to enlist the 
masses of our people in the peace movement, and in 
order to do so, peace societies after the pattern of your 
noble body should be organized all over the country, 
particularly in the larger cities. It should not be diffi- 
cult to raise the means for such a purpose when nothing 
is required beyond the expenses for organizers, lecturers 
and literature. Our system of government rests on the 
franchise, and as soon as that is being used in the inter- 
est of our cause, the American lawmaker will " nolens 
volens " be quickly converted to it, because his official 
existence, too, depends upon the votes of the people. 
A strong organization of the friends of arbitration and 
peace will not only afford support and encouragement to 
those in official life who are already with us, but will 
indeed have the effect of converting those who hitherto 
have shown indifference or contempt for our cause ; 
for it is a most gratifying philosophical truth that the 
magnetism of a principle which is inherently right is 
irresistible to all well meaning men and women who 
happen to come within the range of its attractive force. 

In this connection permit me to call attention to 
another fact. In contending for a new order of things 
in international society, it is not necessary to make 
enemies. In order to establish peace conditions it is not 
necessary to first destroy the engines of war, or even to 
antagonize the supporters of the present military system. 
As long as this system prevails it is not inconsistent with 
our principles to remain absolutely indifferent toward 
the maintenance or even an increase of armaments, for, 
without force or violence, our system will automatically 
take the place of the present one, and the first effect of 
it will be to relegate these armaments to the junk shop. 
The discoverer of electric light did not have to destroy 
the old-time oil lamps in order to introduce and make 
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room for his discovery — the new light simply displaced but if their efforts at pacification fail, such failure always 

the old lamps and made them unnecessary. In the injures our cause. 

same manner will the general adoption of a system of In conclusion, permit me to congratulate you and the 

arbitration based upon a code of international law to be members of the Boston Peace Society upon the noble 

enacted by a Congress of Nations and administered by w ° rk in which they are engaged, upon the great success 

an International Supreme Court displace the system of of la f y ears ? e *°? Congress, and upon the encourage- 

t j-i * • ,_ w- • • x *• i ment your society is giving to the cause of peace and the 

force and violence which now obtains in international friend ^ q{ ^ c / uge | very 8 where . 

relations. For the same reason it is not incumbent Hopi that it may be my good {ortune t0 be with 

upon the friends of arbitration to meddle with cases of you on 80me f uture occasion, I remain 

actual war. Even if they bring about peace, it would Tours very truly, 

not be the peace we strive for, but merely an armistice ; Richard Bartholdt. 



Appeal for Funds for a Building to Serve as a Permanent Headquarters of the 

American Peace Society. 

The Directors of the American Peace Society hereby earnestly appeal to the friends of international arbitra- 
tion and peace in America for funds with which to procure a building to serve as a permanent and worthy head- 
quarters of the Society's work, and to furnish, from rentals, a much needed increase of income. 

The cause of international arbitration and peace has now become the greatest and most commanding reform 
before the world. But not a single one of the societies which have sustained and developed the movement to its 
present commanding position has yet been able to have a building of its own. This great lack should no longer be 
allowed to exist. 

The International Peace Congress held in Boston in October last passed a resolution strongly urging the 
creation and adequate endowment of centres of peace propaganda in a number of the leading cities of the world. 
Boston, which has always been foremost in America in the promotion of the cause, should clearly be the first city to 
have such an adequately equipped and endowed centre. 

The American Peace Society, which has been located in Boston since 1837, represents the oldest peace move- 
ment in the world, the earliest of the societies from which it was organized in 1828 having been established in 1815. 

It has now a rapidly growing list of members in all parts of the nation. 

It has published an official organ of its work and of the movement in general continuously from the date of its 
organization. 

It has published and distributed many millions of pages of peace literature. 

It has initiated many of the important steps which have been taken for the organization of peace among the 
nations. 

One of the chief phases of its early work was the advocacy of a High Court and Congress of Nations. 

It has always pleaded for the permanent adoption of the principle of arbitration as a substitute for war in deal- 
ing with international controversies. 

It was the first society to urge the holding of International Peace Congresses. 

Its memorials to the Congress of the United States have been followed by the passing of influential resolu- 
tions by that body. 

It was on the initiative of the Society that the International Law Association was formed more than thirty 
years ago. 

It was the first to propose the holding of a Pan-American Conference for the promotion of arbitration and 
better commercial relations among the republics of the Western Hemisphere. 

Fifty years ago, through its president, Judge William Jay, it proposed the insertion of arbitral clauses in 
treaties of commerce. 

It gave its immediate and unqualified support to the proposal of the Czar of Russia for the holding of the Con- 
ference at The Hague which led to the establishment of the Permanent Court of Arbitration ; and since the Court 
was set up, it has used its utmost influence to bring the tribunal into speedy operation, and to make it, in fact, a 
World Tribunal. 

The Resolution of the Massachusetts Legislature unanimously adopted in February, 1903, inviting Congress to 
authorize the President to take steps toward the creation of a Regular Advisory Congress of the Nations to meet at 
stated periods, was proposed by the Society. 



